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presented us by the host of the Hotel d'Europe,
the total amounting to two hundred and seventy
roubles for nearly 301.) for barely four days' bed
and board. In vain I protested against the enormity
of the items (not one of which, by the way, could I
read), in vain threatened soonerthanbethus swindled,
to stop in Tomsk and bring the matter before a
court of justice. But the old Jew was inexorable
and only smiled blandly and rubbed his hands,
murmuring now and then, " The gospodin must
not lose his temper." He laughed outright at my
threat of bringing the matter into court, his
' amusement being accounted for by the interpreter,
who told us that he, being the chief magistrate,
would himself have tried the case. To make matters
worse, we had that morning sold the old rascal our
tarantass for sixty roubles (about one third of its real
value), on the express understanding that he would
charge as little as possible for accommodation.

We set out at 4 a.na. on the morping of the 19th
of September for the steamer. Our way was
fraught with considerable difficulty, for it was as
dark as pitch out on the plain, which was covered
in places with deep holes and pitfalls. ThougK
only four versts, it took two hours to do tbe
distance, and we were right glad when, a fittta
before daybreak, the green and red lights of the
Kazanetse shone out bright and clear, while aft
same time her steam whistle sounded for
recalling us to the fact that we were now no
at the mercy of drunken drivers and
axles, but well within reach of .
that blessed invention, steam!.

